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Your adventure in China with

Landscapes and Minorities of Yunnan off the Beaten Track (24 days)
Kunming - Jianshui - Yuanyang - Dongchuan - Dali - Xizhou - Weishan - Nuodeng - Shaxi - Liming -
Tacheng - Cizhong - Meili — Shangri-La - Tiger Leaping Gorge — Wumu - Shuhe - Lijiang

DAY 1 : Taking Flight for the Middle Kingdom
Your city —» Kunming - Flight TBD
Departure from your city towards Kunming (flight references to be determined); we remain at your disposal

to adjust it to your departure city and exact travel dates.

DAY 2 : First Steps in Kunming, City of Eternal Spring

Arrival in Kunming — hotel - Duration: about 1h transfer e Altitude: 1,800 m

Welcome at Kunming airport by your driver, holding a sign with your name, then transfer to the hotel. The
rest of the day is free to recover from your long flight: a walk to Emerald Lake is a must, where locals gather
to sing, dance and play music, before continuing on to the Yuantong Buddhist temple five minutes away. In
the evening, enjoy the Yunnan minorities' song-and-dance show "Dynamic Yunnan" (8:00-9:30pm). Dinner

at your own expense. Overnight at Upland International Youth Hostel.
Included services: Private airport-hotel transfer, Dynamic Yunnan show

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 3 : Between Karst Pinnacles and a City of Scholars (B)

Kunming — Stone Forest — Jianshui - Duration: about 4h drive o Altitude: 1,800 m

Meet your English-speaking driver-guide at 8:00 for the drive to the Stone Forest. We suggest a two- to three-
hour walk among the karst pinnacles and rock formations, away from the busiest paths. Continue on to
Jianshui and settle in at the guesthouse, visiting the Zhu family residence, one of Yunnan's best-preserved,
made up of interior courtyards, pavilions and gardens. Dinner at your own expense. Overnight at Fuyali.

Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, private air-conditioned transfers, Stone Forest entrance

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 4 : Jianshui, Sanctuary of Stone and Letters (B)

Jianshui - Altitude: 1,800 m

Free morning and lunch. In the afternoon, your guide takes you to the Confucius Temple, the second largest
in China after the one in Qufu, the master's birthplace. The complex includes a vast park with a pond, several
courtyards, fine gateways, temples and pavilions, perfect for an unhurried stroll. The rest of the day can be
spent exploring the old town and its cobbled lanes on foot. Dinner at your own expense. Overnight at Fuyali.

Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Confucius Temple entrance

DAY 5 : The Road to the Rice Terraces of Yuanyang (B)

Jianshui — Double Dragon Bridge — Tuanshan — Yuanyang - Duration: about 4h drive e Altitude: 1,800 m

A morning visit to the Double Dragon Bridge, then a small colonial-era railway station, before reaching the
traditional village of Tuanshan, wandering lanes that feel like stepping back in time. The road then continues
towards the Yuanyang region, with photo stops at rice-terrace viewpoints where weather allows. Check in at
Twelve Manor Terraces, overlooking the terraces between Jingkou and Bada. Dinner at your own expense

at the hotel restaurant. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, listed entrances

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 6 : Morning Market and Terraced Rice Fields of Yuanyang (B, D)

Xinjie - Malaohe - Yuanyang - Duration: about 2h drive

Departure after breakfast for the town of Xinjie, where the morning market brings together the Yi, Hani and
Dai minorities (the exact date follows the Chinese lunar calendar). Continue to the small village of Malaohe,
where a home-cooked lunch is served after a colourful show of traditional song and dance. The afternoon is
devoted to a two- to three-hour walk through the terraced rice fields and surrounding hamlets. Dinner at the
hotel. Overnight at Twelve Manor Terraces.

Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, lunch and show in Malaohe, dinner at the hotel

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 7 : Back to Kunming, Through Rice Fields and Plain (B)

Yuanyang - Xiushan — Kunming - Duration: about 6h drive

Breakfast at the hotel before the long drive back to Kunming; lunch at your own expense en route. A stop
along the way at Mount Xiushan. In the evening, a stroll to the flower and bird market. Dinner at your own

expense. Overnight at Upland International Youth Hostel.

Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Mount Xiushan entrance

DAY 8 : Onward to the Red Earth of Lexiaguo

Kunming — Dongchuan - Lexiaguo - Duration: about 4h transfer e Altitude: 1,800 m

Meet your driver at 9:00 for the morning drive to Dongchuan, then on to the "red earth" region of Lexiaguo.
On arrival, a first walk through the various sites of the region reveals this striking mineral landscape, carved
by erosion and striped with terraced fields following the contours of the hills. Meals at your own expense.

Overnight at Luoxiaju Homestay. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, listed sightseeing

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 9 : Damakan and Huashitou, Yunnan's Ochre Palette (B)

Lexiaguo — Kunmin.g - train to Dali - Duration: about 4h drive ¢ Train D8758 (2:29pm-4:38pm)

Morning devoted to exploring the terraced landscapes of the region, especially near the villages of Huashitou,
Lexiaguo and Damakan, where the red and ochre tones of the earth shift with the changing light. Drive back
to Kunming, visiting the Golden Temple on the way. Transfer to the station for train D8758 (departs 2:29pm,
arrives 4:38pm, 2nd class seats); welcome by a driver in Dali and transfer to Yunxi Boutique Hotel, well
located in the heart of the old town where you can stroll freely this evening

Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Golden Temple and Bamboo Temple, Kunming-Dali train

DAY 10 : Dali and Xizhou, on the Shores of Erhai Lake (B)

Dali — Three Pagodas — Zhoucheng — Xizhou - Duration: about 1h drive e Altitude: 1,900 m

Meet your English-speaking driver-guide after breakfast to wander the old town's lanes, still quiet at this hour,
then transfer to the Temple of the Three Pagodas. Lunch at your own expense, then on to the Bai village of
Zhoucheng to meet its residents, learn about the batik dyeing technique practised here for generations, and
discover its charming small temples. Transfer on to Xizhou and check in at the superb Linden Centre, set
within a magnificent traditional Bai residence. The afternoon can continue by bicycle to Lake Erhai, or
wandering the village lanes. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Three Pagodas entrance,
guided tour of the Linden Centre

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 11 : From Xizhou to Weishan, up to Sacred Weibaoshan

Xizhou — Donglianhua — Weibaoshan — Weishan - Duration: about 2h drive o Altitude: 1,900 m

Private transfer to the Weishan valley, still untouched by tourism, home to a warm and welcoming population.
Along the way, a visit to the Hui village of Donglianhua, with its small Tea Horse Road museum and mosque.
In the afternoon, discover Mount Weibaoshan at 2,500 m altitude: one of China's thirteen sacred Taoist
mountains, this peaceful site invites an easy walk among small temples home to Taoist monks. Arrival in
Weishan in the late afternoon, with an evening stroll through the old town. Overnight at Gucheng Inn
(Weishan Laoguan). Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Mount Weibaoshan entrance

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 12 : Nuodeng, the Hanging Village of the Tea Horse Road (B)

Weishan — Yunlong valley — Nuodeng - Duration: about 2h30 drive e Altitude: 2,100 m

Morning departure for the Yunlong valley and the distinctive village of Nuodeng, perched on a hillside and
inaccessible to motor vehicles: locals carry their loads by mule, houses are built of carved wood, and farming
traditions remain very much alive. A ten-minute climb leads to the family-run inn, from where you can explore
the surroundings and the Confucius Temple at the top of the village. In the afternoon, a short walk along the
old Tea Horse Road, a paved path once used by caravans until the last century, passing abandoned villages
along the way. Dinner at your own expense. A chance to watch grandmothers preparing incense sticks using
age-old techniques. Overnight at Harmony Inn. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide

DAY 13 : From Nuodeng to Shaxi, Caravan Town of Yunnan (B)
Nuodeng — Shibaoshan — Shaxi - Duration: about 3h drive e Altitude: 2,050 m
This morning's road leads to the great Shaxi valley, with a stop before arrival at Mount Shibaoshan, a fine

collection of Buddhist rock carvings and serenely zen temples. Continue to Shaxi and settle in at the heart of
the old town, in a beautifully restored traditional courtyard that once lodged merchants travelling the great
Tea Horse Road caravan route, of which Shaxi was one of the major trading hubs. The hotel has a good
restaurant. Overnight at Aoding Courtyard. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Shibaoshan

entrance

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 14 : Onward to Jianchuan and the Mountain of a Thousand Lions

Shaxi — Jianchuan - Shigu — Tacheng - Duration: about 5h drive e Altitude: 3,200 m

Departure at 8:00 for Jianchuan and visit of the park renowned for its "Mountain of a Thousand Lions",
sandstone formations sculpted by erosion. Continue with brief stops along the way in various small Naxi and
Lisu villages, including Shigu and its famous first bend of the Yangtze River. Lunch at your own expense. The
road continues to Tacheng and the Yunnan Golden Monkey park; dinner at your own expense en route and
check-in in the evening at Weixi Yueting Yushe. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, 1000

lionspark entrance

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 15 : In Search of Golden Monkeys, on to Cizhong (B)

Tacheng — Baima reserve — Cizhong - Duration: about 4h drive o Altitude: 2,200 m

Departure at 8:00 for the Baima nature reserve, to observe the protected Yunnan golden monkeys in their
natural habitat. On the way back, the option to visit villages of the Naxi minority, as well as the village next
to the hotel, surrounded by vineyards and known for its excellent traditional honey. After lunch, the road leads
to the remarkable village of Cizhong, home to Tibetan Catholics since French missionaries arrived in the 19th

century. Dinner at your own expense. Overnight at Shengjing Yiju. Included services: English-speaking

driver-guide, Baima reserve entrance

DAY 16 : Face to Face with the Mingyong Glacier, at the Foot of Meili (B, L)

Cizhong — Mingyong glacier — Meili - Duration: about 3h drive o Altitude: 3,300 m

Early departure this morning to reach the trail leading to the Mingyong glacier, at the foot of the Kawa Karpo
summit and the Meili mountains, regarded as a range of sacred Tibetan Buddhist peaks. A fine roughly three-
hour return walk to the glacier and a local temple, with the option of an electric shuttle for part of the way.
Lunch at your own expense. Dinner at your own expense at Shenfeng Juyuan Hotel, which offers a direct
view of the Meili range. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Mingyong glacier entrance, electric
shuttle

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 17 : Three Passes and a Bend in the Yangtze towards Shangri-La (B)

Meili - Benzilan — Shangri-La - Duration: about 3h drive o Altitude: 2,300 m

A magnificent sunrise over the Meili mountains before setting off towards Benzilan, crossing the three White
Horse passes. Along the way, superb viewpoints over the range and then a stunning bend in the Yangtze. Visit
the Tibetan monastery of Dongzhulin, set on the riverbank and known for having hosted several "living
Buddhas", with a stop also at the village of Nixi, known for its black-clay pottery. Continue on to Shangri-La
and check in at Timeless Inn. Dinner at your own expense. Included services: English-speaking driver-

guide, Dongzhulin monastery entrance

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 18 : Shangri-La, Between Monasteries and the Tibetan Mountain (B)

Shangri-La and its surroundings

A day devoted to exploring Shangri-La, beginning with the magnificent Tibetan monastery of Songzanlin. A
walk to the local market, then through the old town, including the Bai Ji Si temple offering fine views over the
town and the Shika mountains (the centre of the old town, ravaged by fire in January 2014, is gradually being
rebuilt). Free time for lunch. The afternoon is devoted to riding the cable car up Mount Shika, with the option
of walking back down or taking the cable car again. In the evening, the chance to join the locals' spontaneous

dancing on the old town square. Dinner at your own expense. Overnight at Timeless Inn.

Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Songzanlin monastery entrance, Shika cable car

DAY 19 : First Steps into Tiger Leaping Gorge (B)

Shangri-La — Baishuitai — Tiger Leaping Gorge - Duration: about 4h drive

The road to Tiger Leaping Gorge via Baishuitai and its limestone terraces. Lunch (own expense) on the way.
The afternoon continues with a visit to the official Gorge site, ending at Tiger Roar Yunbo Jinsha, tucked
into Walnut Garden opposite the cliff face. Meals at your own expense. Included services: English-speaking

driver-guide, private air-conditioned transfers

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 20 : Deep into the Gorge, on to Wumu Village (B)

Tiger Leaping Gorge — Daju — Wumu - Duration: about 6h drive

A two- to three-hour walk this morning, starting from the Halfway Guest House to Tina's. Lunch at your own
expense, then a crossing of the Yangtze to reach Daju, and a long drive towards the Jade Dragon Snow
Mountain national park in the direction of Wumu village, with a first stop at Jade Lake along the way. You are
now in Naxi territory, where several Dongba shamans remain active in a valley that has stayed off the tourist
trail. Accommodation at Huahuasei Lodge, the only guesthouse in the valley. Dinner at your own expense,
on site. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, local trekking guide

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 21 : A Day with the Naxi of the Baoshan Valley (B)

Wumu valley, Baoshan

Breakfast at the lodge, then a free day to discover the valley with your guide: a walk through the surroundings
and a possible meeting with a Dongba shaman, who can explain the foundations of his traditional beliefs and

the pictographic script unique to the Naxi. Meals at your own expense. Overnight at Huahuasei Lodge.

Included services: English-speaking driver-guide

DAY 22 : From Wumu to Shuhe, via Blue Moon Valley (B)

Wumu — Jade Dragon park — Shuhe - Duration: about 4h drive o Altitude: 2,300 m

A morning drive to Lijiang through the Jade Dragon Snow Mountain nature park and Blue Moon Valley, where
turquoise lakes mirror the glacier above. Continue to the Naxi village of Shuhe, at the heart of the Lijiang
valley, and check in at the superb The Bivou. The afternoon can continue with a tour of the neighbouring
villages of Baisha or Shuhe. Dinner at your own expense at one of Shuhe's many restaurants, just steps from

the hotel. Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Jade Dragon park entrance

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 23 : Lijiang, One Last Stroll Before the Train to Kunming (B)

Shuhe - Lijiang - train to Kunming - Duration: about 2h30 transfer e Train C460 (4:52pm-8:57pm)
Transfer after breakfast to Lijiang's old town, which you can explore at your own pace: a climb up Lion Hill for
views over the traditional rooftops, then down to Black Dragon Pool park. Lunch at your own expense, then a
mid-afternoon transfer to the station for train C460 bound for Kunming (departs 4:52pm, arrives 8:57pm).
Welcome by a driver on arrival and transfer to the hotel. Overnight at Upland International Youth Hostel.
Included services: English-speaking driver-guide, Lijiang-Kunming train ticket

www.china-roads.fr
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DAY 24 : Farewell to Kunming (B)

Kunming - airport — Your City - Duration: about 1h transfer

A free start to the day in Kunming, perhaps for one last visit to the flower and bird market, before a very early
transfer (departing around 5:00) to the airport for flight CA4171 bound for Beijing, taking off at 7:00 and
landing at 10:40. After a 2h55 transit, boarding on flight CA933, taking off at 1:35pm and landing in Paris at
6:40pm (return fare available for around 1100 euros, subject to availability). End of our services. We wish

you a pleasant journey home, with wonderful memories to treasure!

www.china-roads.fr
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Our hotel selection for your tour:

Kunming : Upland International Youth Hostel

A simple, well-placed address on the shores of Cuihu Lake in Kunming, within walking distance of the park
and the Yuantong Temple. A convenient base to open and close your journey, either side of the more rural
stages of the circuit.

Jianshui : Fuyali

A recently opened hotel (2024) in the heart of Jianshui's old town, right next to the former Lin'an prefectural
government office. The Zhu family garden and the Confucius Temple are just steps away. Decor blending
Chinese garden aesthetics with contemporary comfort, a tea room, and station pick-up service.

Yuanyang : Twelve Manor Terraces

A comfortable hotel tucked between the villages of Jingkou and Bada, with a direct view over the Yuanyang
rice terraces. Spacious rooms and an on-site restaurant make it ideal for catching the terraces in the morning
and evening light.

Lexiaguo : Luoxiaju Homestay

A family-run guesthouse set right beside the Luoxia Valley viewpoint, minutes from Dongchuan's iconic red-
earth lookout. Rooms with floor-to-ceiling windows opening onto the striped, colour-streaked hills, and a
home-style restaurant known for its local free-range chicken.

Dali : Yunxi Boutique Hotel

A charming small address in the heart of Dali's old town, just steps from the Erhai Gate. Tasteful decor, a
warm welcome and a convenient location for exploring the lanes and reaching the Three Pagodas with ease.
Xizhou : Linden Centre

A beautifully restored traditional Bai family residence, regularly ranked among Yunnan's finest boutique
addresses. Three interior courtyards, attentive service and a daily guided tour of the building's history; bicycles
available to explore Lake Erhai.

Weishan : Gucheng Inn (Weishan Laoguan)

A carefully restored century-old timber house, steps from Gongchen Tower, the historic gateway to Weishan's
old town. Traditional decor throughout, with tea-tasting tables set in a flower-filled inner courtyard where
guests are welcome to brew their own tea at leisure.

Nuodeng : Harmony Inn

A guesthouse fully renovated in 2024 (plumbing, wiring, rooms), set on the mountainside in the hanging
village of Nuodeng. Open views over the village rooftops and surrounding valley; a simple, welcoming address
for this timeless stopover.

Shaxi : Aoding Courtyard

A beautifully restored traditional courtyard house in the heart of Shaxi's old town, which once lodged
merchants travelling the Tea Horse Road. A good on-site restaurant and a warm welcome from the young
couple who run the place.

Tacheng : Weixi Yueting Yushe

A recently opened address (2022) in the heart of Tacheng town, just minutes from the Yunnan Golden Monkey
Reserve. The hosts are exceptionally helpful and know the area well, happy to arrange trips to and from the

park, which has no public transport links.

Cizhong : Shengjing Yiju

www.china-roads.fr
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Just five metres from the gate of Cizhong's century-old church, this family-run guesthouse offers rooms with
a direct view of the building. A thoughtful breakfast with butter tea, and a taste of the village's own rose-
honey wine from century-old vines.

Meili (Feilaisi) : Shenfeng Juyuan Hotel

On Feilaisi's lively main street, opposite the temple, this hotel offers some rooms with a direct view of the
sunrise on the golden mountain, no trip to the viewing platform required. Underfloor heating, an oxygen supply
system, and a large panoramic balcony.

Shangri-La : Timeless Inn

A traditional Tibetan house run by a caring couple, just steps from Sifang Square and the old town. Warm
wooden rooms, a central stove and staff speaking French, English and Chinese make for an easy stay in
Shangri-La.

Tiger Leaping Gorge : Tiger Roar Yunbo Jinsha

A contemporary-design guesthouse built by local craftsmen, perched in the most dramatic section of Tiger
Leaping Gorge. Breathtaking room views over the cliffs, with the Jinsha River roaring below; a warm welcome
from the owners.

Wumu : Huahuasei Lodge

A family-run address in the heart of the Naxi village of Wumu, founded by a Belgian-Chinese couple. Every
room looks out over the Yangtze River, the village and the terraced rice fields below. The name means "joy,
without worry" in Naxi: a warm atmosphere, home cooking and genuine immersion guaranteed.

Shuhe / Lijiang : The Bivou

A striking fusion of traditional Naxi architecture and contemporary design, poised between quiet countryside
and the old town of Shuhe. Open since late 2012, this superior boutique hotel is regularly ranked among the

finest addresses in the Lijiang area.
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About us

Both a Chinese and French agency, China Roads offers you
double peace of mind. Based in Yunnan since 2007, with
offices in France (Dinan, Marseille, Nice) since 2013, we
organize tailor-made journeys throughout China, focusing on
authentic travel close to local people and cultures.

More than just aon agency, we are o network of local experts
based in the field. Each travel advisor lives and travels in their
province, ready to share hidden gems and craft a one-of-a-
kind itinerary perfectly toilored to your wishes.

OQur presence in China

With 13 Franco-Chinese travel odvisors based in Kunming (Yunnan) and across the country's top destinations, our dual presence in
China and France guarantees full support from start to finish for your journey.

v Local incoming agency established in Kunming, Ching, since 2007
v One dedicated contact person throughout all stages of your trip—before, during, and after your return

+ Direct booking of all services throughout China
v Trusted, long-term portnerships across the country

v Ongoing improvement and creation of ever more authentic and inspiring itineraries
v Local availability and 24/7 assistance via a reachable contact number

v Experienced, multilingual speaking guides carefully selected for their skills

v 11 expert advisors traveling regularly to uncover still-authentic destinations

Our philosophy

Qur goal is to help you discover China's great landmarks
as well os “the other China”—its preserved villages,
authentic markets, and genuine encounters, away from
standardized tours.

Our guurantees... and your peace of mind

v Safety & Trust: Member of APST (France), secure
online payment, professional liability insurance (HISCOX),
Atout France registration, and |ATA certification.

v Transparency: No intermediaries, no hidden fees, and
the best local prices.

v Assistonce: Pre-departure follow-up, on-the-ground
support, and flexible arrangements once in China.

STV I @) VISA
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Handcrafted itineraries

Qur journeys are the result of nearly 20 years of field
experience and continuous exploration. Often imitated but
never equaled. Just like our travelers' reviews: 100% genuine,
with no fake testimonials, The difference lies in sincerity.

Responsible commitments

Traveling differently olso means supporting local
communities and protecting our planet:

& Local impact: €2 per traveler donated to associations
supporting children’s education in Asia.

hE| COULEURS DE CHINE Enfants du
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v For the planet: One tree planted per traveler through

the Plant for the Planet program by the Yves Rocher
Foundation.
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Planning a trip to China?

Discover all our itineraries and travelers' reviews :
www,china-roads.com  www.asian-roads.com

www.china-roads.fr


https://www.china-roads.fr/

CHINA
& ROADS

Your adventure in China with

PRICING - based on 2-4-6 travellers in 1-2-3 rooms - Inclusions and exclusions:
Landscapes and Minorities of Yunnan off the Beaten Track (24 days)

= 27 300 RMB (3 545 €) per person based on 2 travellers

= 18 900 RMB (2 455 €) per person based on 4 travellers

- 16 200 RMB (2 104 €) per person based on 6 travellers

Exchange rate applied: 1 € = ~ 7.7 RMB

50% deposit upon booking, by bank transfer or credit card payment in France

Balance due 3 weeks before departure, by bank transfer or credit card payment in France

This price includes

v/ 22 nights in the listed hotels and guesthouses (breakfast included unless otherwise stated)

v All transfers by private air-conditioned vehicle as stated in the itinerary

v The English-speaking driver-guide from day 2 to day 21, sightseeing included

v' The Kunming-Dali and Lijiang-Kunming fast trains, in 2nd class

v Entrance tickets for the sightseeing, activities and shows listed in the itinerary

v The Dynamic Yunnan show in Kunming (we recommend it!)

v Lunches and dinners as stated day by day (see B/L/D)

v' Round-the-clock support from our Kunming team, insurance and guarantees from our French-

registered agency

This price does not include

x Meals and beverages other than those stated above

x Personal expenses and activities not explicitly mentioned in the itinerary

x Personal travel insurance and Chinese visa fees

x International arrival and departure flights (indicative supplement ~1100 € per person, subject to

availability)

x Gratuities for drivers and guide

Itinerary subject to minor modification due to schedule changes or airline cancellations, guide and hotel

availability, or weather conditions.

L ¥ - PO ALY

In China: Yunnan roads, 219 Chuncheng Road, Kunming, Yunnan, China

In France: Voyageos, 19 rue Chateaubriand 22100 Dinan

)
YUNH @FADE- FR
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https://www.china-roads.fr/

